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In its annual report that has been released by
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), the central
bank has highlighted that the Indian
economy will most likely bounce back
despite the present global risks. It further
talked about the potential of future growth,
the impact of the Russia-Ukraine crisis, and
the increase in fake currency witnessed in
the year.

The central government has given its
approval for the revised guidelines of its key
scheme named Micro and Small Enterprises-
Cluster Development Programme (MSE-
CDP). It will be implemented from FY22-
FY26, and various departments like Special
Purpose Vehicle, MSME-Development
Institute, and state governments had
suggested simplifying the guidelines of the
scheme to reduce the approval time and
various processes of the projects.

The largest ever Initial Public Offering in
Indian history was carried out, which
allowed the Central Govt to raise ₹21,000
crore by selling 3.5% of the stake, the IPO
was fully subscribed and allotted. 

MAY HIGHLIGHTS

Source: The Economic Times
 

The three-member Delimitation Commission
on Jammu and Kashmir headed by retired
Justice Ranjana Desai submitted its final
report recommending the redrawing of
J&K’s assembly constituencies. 

The Securities and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) recently set up an advisory
committee for advising on Environment,
Social, and Governance (ESG) related
matters in India’s securities market.

On 15th May, Rajiv Kumar took over as the
Chief Election Commissioner(CEC) of the
Election Commission.

The National Statistical Office (NSO)
released data that showed retail inflation in
April as being 7.79%. Rural inflation surged
to a near 8-year high of 8.38%, whereas
urban inflation was at an 18-month high of
7.09%.

01

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/finance/mixed-reaction-to-rbi-article-warning-signs-of-stress-due-to-high-debt-in-several-states/articleshow/92296954.cms


The NITI Aayog launched the National
Data and Analytics Platform that intends to
provide everyone with government data
and help in evidence based decision
making and factual policy making. 

The 2022 Quad Summit took place in
Tokyo on May 24th where leaders from
Australia, Japan, the USA, and India met
and issues such as the COVID-19
Response, Critical Emerging Technologies,
Health Security, Climate Change,
Cyberspace, and Infrastructure were
discussed. 

The United States, on May 22nd started
talks about the Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework for Prosperity(IPEF) with
countries in the Indo-Pacific for economic
cooperation, this included India. The
countries represent more than 40% of
global GDP.
World Bank to disburse USD 00 million to
crisis-hit Sri Lanka

Indian Defense Minister Rajnath Singh
launched the Guided Missile Destroyer
INS Surat and the Stealth Frigate INS
Udaygiri.

Source: India Today
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https://iasbaba.com/2022/02/survey-of-villages-and-mapping-with-improvised-technology-in-village-areas-svamitva-scheme/
https://iasbaba.com/2022/02/survey-of-villages-and-mapping-with-improvised-technology-in-village-areas-svamitva-scheme/
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/photo/two-indigenously-built-warships-to-add-might-to-indian-navy-s-arsenal-pics-1950866-2022-05-18
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Food is the most cardinal of all human needs, and the
demand for food is most likely to rise by 60% in the near
future. The world needs to feed about 9 billion people by
2050, and the achievement of food security becomes
pertinent in light of the ever-increasing demand for food
worldwide. Food Security is when people have physical,
social and economic access to sufficient, safe and
nutritious food that meets their dietary needs and food
preferences for an active and healthy life. The Global
Report on Food Security 2022 provides insights into food
security conditions in all countries worldwide. It offers an
overview of the food crisis prevalent in the global
economy.
The report focuses on the countries which lack the
capability of responding effectively to their food crisis,
thereby leading to an urgent mobilization of the
international community to provide solutions to the same.
These countries and territories that face acute crises have
been bifurcated into populations in Crisis (IPC/CH Phase
3), Emergency (IPC/CH Phase 4) and Catastrophe
(IPC/CH Phase 5).
Populations in crisis constitute countries facing
consumption gaps with acute malnutrition and have to
substitute essential livelihood assets for food and engage
in crisis-level coping with satisfying their food 

TRENDS IN THE
GLOBAL FOOD CRISIS
REPORT 2022
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requirements. The populations in the Emergency phase face a high level of malnutrition and excessive
mortality due to significant food shortages. They resort to emergency-level coping mechanisms to
curb wide gaps in consumption. In 2021, 39 million people from 36 countries were facing an
emergency concerning food; only eight countries accounted for 82 per cent of the total people in the
Emergency phase. 
On the other hand, Populations in Catastrophe constitute populations who have exhausted the use of
all coping strategies and are facing poverty, malnutrition, starvation and death. 2021 showed an
increase of more than four times in the populations in the catastrophe phase, where around 193 million
people in 53 countries were in crisis or worse, showing a dramatic increase of 40 million people living 
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in food crisis since the last analysis of 2020. A
significant increase in food crisis was reported
in Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Nigeria, Pakistan,
Yemen, Angola, Somalia and the Democratic
Republic of Congo. This trend can be attributed
to the populations in Catastrophe that are from
countries of Ethiopia, South Sudan, Yemen and
Madagascar.
The report further reflects that weather
extremes, economic shocks, COVID 19 and
conflicts and insecurity around the world drove
the above global increase in food crisis.
Conflicts and insecurity led to catastrophe
situations in three out of four countries. The
report highlights that conflict and insecurity was
the main driver of causing emergencies or worse
in about 13 countries, increasing the food crisis 



the pandemic in the form of supply chain disruptions and loss of livelihood caused a food crisis in the
lives of 40.5 million people, making the global situation much worse. In Eurasia, economic shocks
were considered the primary driver of acute food insecurity in Pakistan's Balochistan, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Sindh provinces, where high food and fuel prices weakened the people's purchasing
power leading to a reduction in consumption or adverse changes in consumption patterns. In 2021,
weather extremes were the main drivers of acute food insecurity in eight African countries, including
Madagascar, where nearly 14 000 people were in Catastrophe from April– to September 2021 due to
the effects of severe drought. The eight countries accounted for 23.5 million people in crisis or worse. 
The report forecasts that 179 million to 181.1 million people can be in crisis or worse in 2022. Around
3 29 000 people are to face catastrophe situation in the countries of South Sudan, Somalia and Yemen.
While comparing the 2021 figures for the 41 countries with the projections available as of April 2022,
there were already an additional 5 million people in crisis or worse. In 2022, the impact of protracted
conflict and related displacement in affected countries will maintain exceptionally high levels of acute
food insecurity and macroeconomic shocks characterized by escalating food and fuel costs, lack of
work and reduction in incomes, along with intense and frequent weather shocks will intensify and
prolong acute food insecurity conditions around the globe. The repercussions of the Ukrainian war can
also be very severe for the entire world due to the dependency of crisis-ridden countries on Ukrainian
food imports. 
The countries majorly affected by the food crisis around the globe include Afghanistan, Angola,
Bangladesh, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Democratic Republic of Congo, El
Salvador, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mozambique, Namibia,
Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Palestine, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, Uganda, Yemen and Zambia. The
state of the food crisis in all these countries exposes the urgent attention required to deal with the
crisis. There is a need to anticipate and sustainably address the food crisis's root cause, including
malnutrition, rural poverty and fragile food systems. The report has also demonstrated a need to
prioritize smallholder agriculture to use it as a humanitarian response and ensure that access
constraints are adequately curbed. A coordinated approach is a prerequisite for ensuring the delivery
of developing peacekeeping activities holistically. We need to go a long way in dealing with the most
significant issue engulfing mankind to eliminate the food insecurity around the globe effectively and
efficiently.

by 88 per cent. Eurasia saw conflict and
insecurity to be the primary driver in the
countries of Afghanistan, Iraq, Palestine,
Syria, Ukraine, Jordan, Lebanon and
Bangladesh. 
As far as the Economic shocks resulting
from COVID 19 are concerned, they
became the leading cause of bringing 30.2
million people from 21 countries into a
crisis or worse. These economic shocks led
to two of the world's most significant food
crises in Haiti and Pakistan. The impact of 
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This article talks about the ongoing conflict between
Russia-Ukraine and primary centres around the effect of
this war on India's food prices. Russia is the second-
largest country by region and the eighth largest in terms
of population, with 42 million inhabitants. It supplies
about 20% of the world's wheat. Egypt is the main market
for Russian wheat, followed by Turkey. Ukraine, on the
other hand, is a developing country. Because of the
region's criticality in the supply of wheat, sunflower oil,
maize, and fertilizer, the Russia-Ukraine war may have
threatened the world food security.
Generally, Ukraine and Russia are significant providers
of agri-produce, and the agri-trade industry in Ukraine
has the overwhelming majority of the export revenue pie.
While the conflict has shelled the husbandry sector in
Ukraine, Russian exports are blocked by sanctions and
lesser domestic demand. In the ongoing situation, Russia
endeavours to retake the Donbas area of Ukraine, which
separatists supported by Russia seized. All because of
these elements and the assaults by Russia and Europe,
Ukraine is investing its amounts of energy to join NATO,
which Russia goes against since it would debilitate
Russia's powers. In this present circumstance, the US
reproached Russia and imposed different sanctions. By
this time, Russia is also on the invasive side. Besides,

IMPACT OF THE
UKRAINIAN CRISIS ON
THE FOOD PRICES IN
INDIA
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that the corn supplies in Europe are disturbed, meat costs will undoubtedly rise. Wheat exports grew
at a 48.56 per cent compound annual growth rate (CAGR) between 2016 and 2020, with India
becoming the world's top rice exporter. According to ITC Trade Map statistics for 2021, the country's
wheat exports reached $ 243 million in 2020, up from $ 50 million in 2016. Indian broiling containers
might miss this valuable oil. With no other options, costs are up, and delivery organizations charge
higher insurance payments for cargo transfers from the Black Sea. This will straightforwardly affect
eatable oil costs. India's developing interest in cooking oils adds to our difficulties, and the way
rapeseed sends out is likewise impeded doesn't help. Yet, while the emergency develops, not every
person loses. For some odd reason, Since February 24, 2022, the share prices of two of the significant
biggest traded grain dealers, ADM (Archer Daniel Midland) and Bunge Ltd, have continued to rise.
The following significant danger to our food costs and security comes from chemical fertilizer
deficiencies. Russia is the world's second-largest potash producer, which is utilized in creating Di-
ammonium phosphate (DAP). DAP is now essential for agriculture and chemical-based industry;
without it, farmers may experience poor yields and often no germination. DAP costs are at an all-time
high, while nitrogen fertilizer prices have risen to $700 from $560. DAP prices have also been sky
high from last year. In just a few days, the stock rose by 25%, interrupting agriculture and increasing
India's food prices. It's difficult to say when prices will stabilize if sanctions and blockades persist. If
we talk about Right before the rabi sowing season, India has scarcity, and As a result, input costs will
rise, and farmers will receive less DAP for their fields.
Despite the restrictions, The Russian side has guaranteed Indians for solid exchange despite
authorizations. Yet, the truth about how the two nations can bypass the permission will come out at
some point. In the meantime, the two farmers and consumers should be ready to face the hardship.
But, while we're on the subject of disruptions, the raw petroleum costs should address the most costly
issue. With Russia endorsed, our world now has a few viable options for petroleum imports. Oil prices
have surpassed $100 per barrel; now that election season is over, Indians will have to bear the brunt of
the cost, not only at the pump. Agriculture uses a lot of fuel, from tractors to water pumps to Agri
transport. This means that everything from onions to milk might be somewhat more costly in the
following days. However, if items become more expensive, someone is generating more money. With
Iran, Russia, and Venezuela out of the oil game, Western-backed oil firms are set to benefit
handsomely.

there are unhygienic circumstances across
Ukraine and a severe absence of drinking water
and food.
The question is, how will this affect Indian
prices? Expanding fuel costs are not just the
fundamental perspective; many more factors
influence Indian food costs. Corn from Ukraine
and Russia is vital to Europe's livestock and
food processing industries. On the off chance  
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If we Directly look at the worldwide food record, we can see that it reached a new high in February
2022, surpassing all the ranges from 1990. FAO information shows that in 2019 it was under 100
units, and in 2022 it has touched 160 units which is a lot higher if we compare it to the past—moving
forward to India's food price index and the effect of war on the index. In April 2022, the cost of Indian
food grew by 8.38%, while consumer food price inflation climbed from 0.68% to 8.38% year on year
between September 2021 and April 2022. The world and India are witnessing a rejuvenation of food
affectation. Moreover, India's food affectation is anticipated to grow if the Russia- Ukraine situation
worsens.
Despite the adverse effects of the Russia-Ukraine war on the food crisis, the improvements are early
signs that the rural market is fixing as every partner adjusts to the neighbourhood and global powers.

08



 
 

An alarming trouble in India these days is food inflation
amidst developing needs. Food production is growing in
case of a few things, but the increase has stagnated in
many cases. India is a vast and very diverse nation, but its
food and malnutrition situations continue to require
significant attention. The boom in food prices in India
was much lower compared to the sharp boom in
internationalcosts because of numerous measures. Even
before the food crisis, the poor and downtrodden have
been left behind. Rising food costs might, in addition,
undermine the food security and livelihoods of the
maximum prone via way of means of eroding their
already restrained shopping power. Malnutrition in all
forms, from undernourishment to weight problems and
related diet-associated diseases, is one of the main
reasons for the increase in death rates worldwide,
whilstmeal structures frequently have essential
environmental impacts. Rapid international populace
increase will increase the need for food and adjustments
in nutritional conduct, creating demanding situations
without developing poor environmental, economic and
social implications. There is a pressing need to increase
and work out efficient policies and practices that offer
access to healthyfood choices for a developing global
populace.

FOOD FUTURISM: A
SUSTAINABLE FOOD
SYSTEM
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Crop diversification: To address the twin concerns of climate change and malnutrition, existing
cropping systems (dominated by rice and wheat) have often been pushed for diversification to
more nutritious and environmentally friendly crops. A robust value chain with components like
processing facilities closer to the farm gate and collectivising small farms to counter scale
disadvantages through cooperatives, FPOs, and other means is required by policy focused on crop
diversification. With more private sector participation, digital agriculture instruments will play a
significant role. By creating suitable crop varieties with desired attributes such as yield, climatic
resistance, and nutritional qualities, investments in research and innovation will play a significant
role in realising the objective of sustainable and nutritious food systems.
-Consumer behaviour: Healthy variety of food must be introduced and promoted in the diet of
Indian consumers for crop diversification (from major staples to other nutritional and climate-
resilient crops) to flourish. Consumer interest in 'nutritious' foods is already expanding.
Programmes such as the Public Distribution System (PDS), Mid-Day Meal (MDM), and
Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) may be the most effective delivery routes for

The epidemic highlighted the importance of re-building in a more sustainable manner. The impacts of
global warming on agriculture and disparities in food access have forced a paradigm change in how
people think about food. Emerging scientific advances are providing us with a rising number of
options to modify food and agriculture structures to achieve India's vision of hunger-free living. India
requires a more secure, sustainable, and just food system in the face of threats such as climate change
and pandemics. Natural resources such as soil, water, biodiversity, and others are being depleted or
degraded in agricultural settings, which is a severe problem. The predicament is made worse by
variable weather and extremes in a changing environment. India's malnutrition burden remains a
formidable task; in addition to undernutrition, obesity and overweight are policy concerns. As the
population grows, the trend of shifting dietary patterns with increased household incomes is a factor
that should be considered while developing solutions. The transition to sustainable, healthy, resilient,
and inclusive food systems appears to be a policy need for the government at this critical juncture. 
Two main policy pathways that will transform sustainable food systems possible are outlined:

leveraging healthier and nutritious food
products to reach a wide range of vulnerable
populations. Nutrition gardens in schools,
Anganwadi centres, individual families, and
other locations are projected to increase
nutritional diversity and prevent malnutrition
in several states.

Source: Faculty of Environment - University of Leeds
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Every year, roughly one-third of the food produced
for human consumption is lost or squandered,
which is four times the amount of food required to
end global famine. Food losses and waste (FLW)
have an economic, social, and environmental
impact on the long-term viability of food systems. 

https://environment.leeds.ac.uk/food-nutrition-our-research/doc/sustainable-food-systems-2


Food losses and destruction have severe economic consequences and lose essential nutrients, energy,
and natural resources. They also interfere with development, and social progress, contribute to
wasteful emissions and jeopardise food security. Reducing FLW could thus be a fantastic way to
increase food security and nutrition while also boosting the food system's sustainability. Increased
sustainable consumption behaviours may be aided by social education on how to "reduce, reuse, and
recycle" food waste. There are several ways to close the food waste loop through waste recycling,
including using it as feed, compost, or fertiliser.
To make these interventions successful, awareness campaigns and consumer education is needed, even
though these alone may not be sufficient. Sustainable food systems are possible only when relevant
ministries and stakeholders work together. The role of local self-governments (panchayats and urban
bodies) will also be crucial in converging community actions. 
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The second Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) set by
the United Nations, aiming to end all kinds of hunger and
malnutrition by 2030, has been paramount to India. With
the responsibility of feeding 17.7% of the world's
population, attaining food security has been a policy
imperative for all successive governments since
Independence. The World Food Summit in 1996 defined
food security as follows: 

"Food security exists when all people, at all times, have
physical, social and economic access to sufficient, safe
and nutritious food which meets their dietary needs and
food preferences for an active and healthy life."

From the above definition, four aspects of food security
can be made out food production, food accessibility, food
utility, and food stability. Early-onset heat wave in
March, a direct outcome of climate change, ruined India's
wheat crop and forced India to ban wheat exports for the
foreseeable future. This has triggered the conversation
about how climate change has adversely affected food
production recently. However, all four aspects of food
security have been impacted by climate change, which
invites closer scrutiny. 

12
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AND FOOD SECURITY
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Food production/ availability 
Climate change as a phenomenon has threatened the
way food is produced all across the world, causing
concern for people and policymakers alike. Changing
weather patterns and deteriorating long-term trends
have the potential to cause significant damage to food
production and security and have started to show their
effects. There are multiple different aspects of food
production that are directly threatened by changing
climate. 

Food accessibility

Food utilization/ consumption 

One of the essential issues in this relation is the increased use of water that has accompanied lesser
rainfall. Due to the historic and massive reliance on rain for food production, any decrease leads to a
fallback to irrigation systems that consume a lot of water, which increases costs drastically and
therefore hinders food production on the same level. Similarly, long periods of heat and decreased
winters lead to perfect conditions for the survival of pests that destroy crops and hugely affect food
production.
Apart from these specific reasons, more macro issues are likely to wreak havoc on food production.
The more significant situation of shifting rainfall trends and droughts, coupled with more extreme
weather events, leads to alterations in planting and harvesting. For example, if there is a delay in the
onset of winter, crops harvested in the winter need to be delayed while planting. This causes severe
issues for the stability of sufficient levels of production.

Reduction in food production inevitably impacts food accessibility. At the individual level, an
increase in prices due to unstable food production triggered by extreme weather leads to diminishing
food accessibility to the person's ability to buy at a higher price. This inevitably leads to a massive
barrier between poor communities and food accessibility. 
At the national level, climate change causes agricultural shocks, thus increasing risks of market
disruptions, adverse effects on supply and storage systems, and increased agricultural commodity
prices (food and fodder), hampering food accessibility. Since most food systems depend on
distribution networks, such as the Public Distribution System (PDS) in India, climate change is highly
likely to stretch such systems thin and break them if they don't become more resilient to the effects of
climate change. 

Perhaps the most devastating impact of the reduction in food accessibility would be on consumption
patterns and their potential to seriously destabilize communities and increase existing inequalities. 
As climate change reduces food production and decreases food accessibility, aggregate food
consumption will go down because of efforts by families to sustain the same food for longer, given
the accompanying rise in food prices. This would increase reliance on cheap and staple foods,
especially in underprivileged communities.
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Food Stability 

Adopting Sustainable Agricultural Practices

Increasing Resilience of Livelihoods

Moreover, consumption patterns are likely to affect women disproportionately. Most women would
consume lesser and lesser food. Given how statistically, more food is accessed by men in households,
a decrease in food security would lead to even more secondary access to food for women, even as they
work the same amount, and possibly even more due to the effects of climate change. This would
exacerbate existing inequalities and erase the progress made regarding nutritional security for women
and other disadvantaged groups. 

Food stability is affected by all the other pillars of food security. Climate change impacts food
security, particularly on the incidence and prevalence of food-borne diseases. Increased climate
unpredictability, heightened frequency and intensity of disastrous events, and slow, gradual changes
will affect the stability of food supply, access and utilization. 

The Way Forward
Climate change can impact food security in many ways, most of which are exacerbated by underlying
vulnerabilities. Thus, reducing these underlying vulnerabilities and increasing the resilience of food
systems from field to household are prerequisites to reducing the impact of climate change on food
security. 

Indian agriculture is plagued by low productivity. India's agriculture isn't well-equipped to feed its
fast-growing population, resulting in indiscriminate land cultivation without much thought to the
environmental impacts of such practices to gain food sufficiency. To protect crop production from the
effects of climate change, farm practices need to be re-engineered to be resilient to climate change.
India needs to increase public investment in the development and distribution of crop varieties which
are more resistant to temperature and precipitation variations and are more water and nutrient-
efficient. Efficient management of water resources is a crucial feature of sustainable agriculture. India
needs to improve irrigational efficiency, promote micro and drip irrigation in water-deficient areas,
enhance water resource infrastructure planning, and restore water bodies in rural areas. 

Agriculture-based livelihoods, livelihoods of the poor and those prone to extreme natural disasters are
the most vulnerable to climate change.
Food crisis in the event of climatic
fluctuations will leave these sections to be
the first food insecure. It is imperative to
combine public investment in social
security with public-private efforts to
increase investment levels in productive
sectors, especially in rural areas and
agriculture, while making it gender-
inclusive to provide a way out of poverty
and hunger. Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act 
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Need for more impact assessment studies

(MGNREGA) 2005 has positively increased gender-inclusive rural wages, reduced gender wage gaps,
and enabled better access to food. In the view of the pandemic, where MGNREGA saw a surge in
beneficiaries, regular funding should be streamlined to such schemes and enacted for rural areas. 

To develop sustainable climate-resilient policy interventions and strategies, there is a need for a
deeper assessment of the impact of climate change on India's food system security. So far, research on
the effects of climate change on aspects of food security besides food production has been inadequate.
Studies should be directed towards assessing and quantifying the impact of climate change on
accessibility and utilization. 
Climate change brings a cascade of dangers from physical impacts to agro-ecosystems, agricultural
production, food chains, and incomes, with economic and social effects on livelihoods, food
accessibility and consumption. Understanding the intersectionality of these risks is critical to
developing ways to adapt. Increasing food security resilience against climate change calls for multiple
interventions, from sustainable agricultural practices to social protection and risk management. The
time to act on climate change is now. 
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Food security has been described in World Food Summit,
Rome 1996 as a situation wherein all the people, have
physical, social, and economic access to sufficient, safe,
and nutritious food that meets their food preferences and
dietary needs for an active and healthy life. In other
terms, Food security is a measure of the availability of
food and individual’s ability to access it. Access to safe,
nutritious and sufficient food is a basic need and should
be treated as a human right. While, food security is linked
to economic stability, long-term health, women’s
empowerment but food security can also exist when there
is inadequate availability of safe and nutritional food.  
The concerns for the food security had tracked during
Bengal Famine in 1943 that occurred during the British
rule when 2 million to 3 million people died due to
starvation. Since the attainment of independence, there
were two successive droughts in the mid-1960s which
exposed India’s vulnerability to several shocks on the
food security. During the late 1960s and early 1970s, the
country went through a Green Revolution with a motive
of overcoming productivity slump and to improvement in
the grain production significantly. Despite the success of
the green revolution, it is often criticized for being
focused on only two cereals, wheat and rice in the north-

LESSONS FROM
INDIA'S HISTORY OF
FOOD SECURITY
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Thuringiensis (BT) cotton have shown great stride in production, increase in cotton exports that made
India the second largest exporter of cotton in 2007-2008.
The Food Corporation of India (FCI) was set up under the Food Corporation Act 1964 for maintaining
a satisfactory level of operational and buffer stock of food grains and to ensure national food security.
It ensured the effective price support operation for safeguarding the interest of the farmers. FCI also
managed the Public Distribution System. In the country it maintained the food security through four
zonal offices. 
Hence, over the years India has failed to achieve food security. About 29% of 872.9 million people
are malnourished. There have been various reasons contributing to the issue of food insecurity. One of
the major reasons is that Indian agriculture is highly dependent on the varieties of monsoon. Rainfall
has been constantly irregular in India and moreover in the recent times the climate changes has
contributed to the problem of unavailability of food all over the world. There have been irregularities
of agriculture production, even after the continuous efforts made by the government to maintain Food
Security and availability. It has been noted that India attained the national food sufficiency 35 years
ago yet about 35% of its population remains food insecure. There should be a close interlink between
food security and agriculture. 
Another issue is that of lack of proper mechanism in agriculture. Majority of the Indian framers are
poor to implement the modern techniques or machinery in the farms. The small and marginal farmers
generally sell their produce by their own. The transporting and storage of food grains holds the
importance in a country like India where the condition of infrastructure and transportation is poor.
Due to lack of appropriate infrastructure, the considerable amount of food grains go wasted. Although
the FCI has been assigned the job to maintain the buffer stock it is important to ensure the food
security during bad agricultural years or crop failures. 
The next important concern to the food security is land use. Due to rapid industrialisation, building,
roads, houses and factories, private entrepreneurs are taking away the fertile lands for non-
agricultural activities. As the supply of lands is fixed in the nature and more land is used for the other
practises, it is decreasing the land for agricultural purposes. Right now, people are looking at the
advantage of industrialization over agriculture. But they fail to realize that the production of food
grains will decrease and disrupt the supply chains and will lead to massive food insecurity.

western and southern parts of the
country. The green revolution
basically benefited the rich farmers.
The revolution was followed by the
White Revolution, initiated by
Operation Flood during 1970s and
1980s, making India the largest
producer of milk with revolutionized
liquid milk production and marketing.
During the post-2000period, the use of
hybrid maize for poultry and bacillus 
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https://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-maharashtra-farmers-will-have-to-re-sow-if-rain-plays-truant-2772354


There were several Government Initiatives for the food security in India. National Food Security
Mission was launched in 2007 to increase production of rice, wheat, pulses and coarse cereals etc
through area expansion and productivity enhancement. Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) was
initiated in 2007 to allow states to choose their own agriculture and allied sector development
activities as per the district/ state agriculture. There were integrated schemes on oilseeds, pulses, palm
oil and Maize. Integrated Schemes on Oilseeds, Pulses, Palm oil and Maize (ISOPOM).  Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana, The National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013 and many programs and
schemes has been launched by the Government to ensure Food Security in India. 
In spite of constant effort by the government and FCI’s repeated efforts India has failed to feed
millions of the people. In India, food availability is poor and there still remain a vast amount of people
who strive to get even two meals a day. This time India need a revolution to make strategies to ensure
food security as the country grows around 8%. Still the large portion of the population is
malnourished and under-weight. The supply chain between the farmers and the consumers should be
shortened and farmer friendly processes should be introduced. Through research and development the
cost of production should be reduced. There is a need of strategic and innovative interventions in the
food chain. Freedom from Hunger is a basic right and also essential for ensuring all the other rights.
New technology should be introduced to achieve high production yield. It has been seen in our five
year plan that the time has came to introduce a Second Green Revolution to overcome these ailments,
expanding the food facilities, encouraging private sector investment towards achieving the goal.
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Wheat is one of the most popular food crops in the Indian
subcontinent. Although it is predominant in Northern
India (where it is produced the most), it is well known in
other parts of the country. It is one of the oldest and most
important cereal crops of the genus Triticum and is one of
its edible grains. Out of the thousands of varieties known,
the most important are:
1.Common wheat - Bread (Triticum aestivum) 
2.Durum wheat - Pasta (T. durum)
3.Club wheat – Cakes, pastries, cookies, flours (T.
compactum)
Other wheat varieties are also used in the production of
starch, paste, malt, dextrose, gluten, alcohol, and others.
The crop occupies both production and area required to
harvest, the second most important position among food
crops of India, superseded only by rice. Since wheat is a
staple in North India, states like Haryana, Punjab, and
Uttar Pradesh have substantially increased. This is
because the vast Indo-Gangetic plains offer the most
suitable climate for wheat culture. It gives a rich crop (the
region produces a staggering 37.8 million tons of wheat).
Therefore, it is aptly called the "wheat bowl of India". In
central India, Madhya Pradesh has the most Indian durum 

INDIA'S WHEAT
EXPORTS: FROM THE
PAST TO THE PRESENT
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wheat. However, it is not marketed separately from other wheat varieties produced in the country
because of segregation problems in the market yards. 
The table below shows the major wheat-producing zones in India:
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The data shown above indicates that wheat has wide adaptability. It can be grown in the tropical,
subtropical, and temperate zones and the out tracts of the far north (beyond 60 degrees north
latitude). It can tolerate severe cold, snow, and warm weather in spring. It can be cultivated
anywhere from the altitude of 3300 meters to as low as sea level. However, despite its adaptability,
areas with cool, moist weather are favoured during most of the growing period, followed by dry,
warm weather to enable the grain to ripen properly. 
Private traders also purchase some wheat at a premium, mainly for processing higher-value products.
On the world scene, India is the fourth major wheat-producing country, exporting 7.85 million tons
(7.96% of the world production). In area too, India ranks fourth in the world. In the fiscal year 2021-
22, India will export 7 million tons of wheat.
By far, the most wheat area is under T. aestivum, occupying about 87%. This species is used for
making 'chapati', the form in which the grain is consumed most in India. T. durum occupies about
12% area and is mainly confined to central India, primarily characterized by rainfed agriculture. A
little less than 1% area is covered by T. dicoccum, confined in the pockets of peninsular India.
Despite its meagre yield, emmer is grown for certain south Indian delicacies like uppumav, for
which other species are unsuitable. Thus, the preferences of the regional consumers have played a
vital role in the pattern of species distribution in India. 
Production increased significantly from 75.82 million metric tons in 2006-07 to 94.88 million metric
tons in 2011-12. In 2004-05, wheat productivity was 2602 kg/hectare. It increased to 3140 kg/hectare
in 2011-12. Wheat grown in India is primarily medium-hard, a medium protein similar to U.S hard
white wheat. However, the same crop grown in central and western India is challenging, with high
protein and gluten content. 
Pre-independence, the agricultural production in India was relatively low because of population
pressure (there was a considerable population crisis because of the partition), lack of irrigation
facilities (in early 1948, India was a newly independent country, which is why there was a
substantial lack of resources which were necessary for the overall development of the country) along
with uncertain monsoons and lastly non-existence of support services. This meant that wheat
production also slacked. During 1950-51, wheat production was only 6.46 million tons, and 
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productivity was merely 663kg/hectare. 
However, this was not sufficient to feed the rapidly rising human population. Hence, we had to
import large quantities of wheat to fulfil our people's needs from the United States of America. To
tackle this issue, the government of India appointed a commission in 1961 to assess the feasibility of
increasing crop productivity under prevailing Indian ecological conditions. Based on the guidelines
put forth by this commission, the government of India took various steps to overturn the wheat
scenario in the country. 

Post-independence, due to a bumper increase in the production and productivity of wheat because of
the 'Green Revolution' of the late 60s, our country became self-dependent on wheat production. We
are producing much more excess wheat than the requirement, and go-downs are over flooded.
At the time of independence, India's wheat production was 7 million tons, while the country's
population was 340 million. In 2021, wheat production reached 109 million tonnes - 15.5 times jump
compared to 1947 production. India's population touched 1.3 billion in 2020 - a 4.1 times jump over
the 1947 figures. Thus, wheat's increase in production rate was four times greater than the population
growth rate. India became self-sufficient in food grains during the last 30 years because various
crops were grown all over the country. Most of the credit for the same goes to the green revolution.
The revolution helped design a food security system which has two components:
1.Buffer Stock
2.Public Distribution System
Buffer stock is the sufficient stock of food grains. In India, that is mainly wheat and rice since the
majority of the population in India consumes these two. Food distributed through the Public
Distribution System comes from the stock purchased by the Food Corporation of India. 
Because of this, India can export a large consignment of wheat to several countries. Over the years,
the exports have grown substantially; recent reports say that India's wheat exports crossed 7 million
tons in 2021-22 as against 2.1 million tons in 2020-21. The trade estimate is that about 3.5 million
tons of wheat has been contracted for export during the April-July period of this year. Most grain
will be shipped from Gujarat, Rajasthan, and Madhya Pradesh because of the proximity of these
states to ports and easier logistics. Hence, private traders are procuring wheat for export from these 
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Ukraine conflict has significantly affected the global economy, trade, finance, and investments,
which is no surprise. A global spike in food prices and other essential commodities started to threaten
food security in India and those countries which were dependent on us for the same (Bangladesh,
Nepal, Sri Lanka). It is natural for domestic prices to increase as global prices skyrocket (they have
risen by 40% since the beginning of the year). The government introduced export restrictions to
control the situation as best as possible. Before the Conflict, Ukraine and Russia accounted for 1/3rd
of global wheat and barley exports. However, since the invasion on February 24th, Ukraine's ports
have been blocked, and infrastructure and grain silos have been destroyed. The situation at home was
also difficult after the wheat harvest suffered from a record-shattering heat wave.
India's wheat production this year has come down by 3 million tons from 106 million tons last year.
Analysts claim that the current price rise seems to be a panic reaction rather than a reaction based on
a genuine collapse in supply or a sudden shooting of demand. We are the world's second-largest
wheat producer and consume most of what is produced. We aimed to export 10 million tons in 2022-
23, capitalize on the global disruptions to wheat supplies from the war, and find new markets in
Europe, Africa, and Asia. Despite this, reports suggest that exports will still be allowed to countries
that require wheat for food security, but it will be based on government requests.
Although banning exports is a logical move to ensure domestic availability and manage inflation, it
comes with uncertainties, such as crop size, grain procurement program, the war, and high fertilizer
costs, among others. What would have been better is keeping a minimum export price and
quantitative restrictions because a ban is a sudden move. It is necessary to keep in mind the long-
term game, but in the short term, it challenges to trade, India's export reliability and employment for
farmers.
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states. Pressure from international markets could
make traders buy the grain from Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh. Another issue related to private
traders is that once they start procuring wheat for
export, there may be a reduction in government
procurement, despite the government monitoring
the situation regularly. The export situation
further aggravated after many countries started
sourcing wheat from India and other countries
amid the Russia-Ukraine conflict this year, and
subsequent Western sanctions against Moscow
curtailed their wheat supplies. The Russia- Source: Neo IAS Academy
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"Of all the things before us, agriculture comes first"
 -Jawaharlal Nehru

In India, agriculture was and is one of the largest
employment sectors. Compared to the other sectors, a
large part of the population is employed in this sector.
Seventy per cent of people earn their livelihood through
agriculture, but a food crisis exists. Agriculture got its
aspect during the green revolution. This presented a few
new logical strategies, which expanded food production a
few folds. Yet, In India, 26% live beneath the poverty
line, and a few hundred die because of malnutrition.
The main reason for the food crisis in India and the world
is the increase in population. India is the second most
populated state, with more than a billion living in it. It is
projected that the number of people will increase to 1.3
billion in 2020 and leave behind China in 2050 if the
population growth remains unchanged. India requires
millions of tons of food grain to feed the large
population. It is estimated that India will require 343.0
million metric tons of food grains in 2020 to feed the
whole population. There are only two ways to increase
productivity: by expanding the land below agriculture and 

FOOD SECURITY
CRISIS IN INDIA
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considerably. So profits from agriculture have been reduced, and farmers are forced to leave
agriculture.
Ecological researchers accept that our environment is changing exceptionally quick. IPCC
(Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change) cautioned that environmental change could cause a
distinction in the precipitation pattern. The report says that the Northwestern part would get more
downpour than the eastern piece of the country. Imagine that desert states, for example, Rajasthan,
would be flooded, though the place known for mists, Meghalaya, would confront a water shortage!
This would influence horticulture. Lopsided dissemination of downpour can change over agrarian
land into barren. 70% of rural land in India is reliant upon precipitation for the water system.
Environmental change can dissolve Himalayan ice sheets because there would be no waterways, for
example, the Ganges or Yamuna, which start from the Himalayas. This way, there will be an extreme
dry spell in northern India, and exceptional game plans should be made to make horticulture
possible.
Today, prices of fossil fuels are rising drastically. The cost of crude oil was $50-$60 per barrel in
2005. Today, its price has been doubled; to $120 (July) per barrel. An increase in the prices of fossil
fuels has not affected agriculture directly but has affected it indirectly by decreasing the production
of food grains. Considering the high demand for fossil fuel, farmers, rather than cultivating food
crops, are now cultivating cash crops that can produce biofuel. Farmers profit by growing crops such
as Jatropha, which can produce biofuel. So, the production of food grains has considerably reduced.
As discussed, the region under farming should be expanded to increment food production. Yet rather
than developing, agricultural land is currently being changed into modern land. A recent example is
Singur, where 1,000 sections of land of rural land are transformed into a vehicle manufacturing
plant.
Urbanization is another issue. Agricultural lands are now being transformed into housing plots and
cities and towns. This has increased the pressure on agriculture.
Not only in India, but the food crisis is also worldwide. It's a severe problem, and it should not be
overlooked. However, United Nations' Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) has provided a
fund of billion-dollar to recover from the crisis. But still, it's not enough. The food crisis is not a
short-term crisis. It's like a chain, and several factors are responsible for the food crisis. 

utilizing scientific methods of agriculture. Since
we cannot increase land under agriculture as it is
saturated, we should head towards the scientific
plan to boost efficiency. Technical approaches
include better quality of fertilizer, genetically
modified seeds (which are resistant to pests and
have high productivity), better ways of irrigation
and lots more.
The prices of essential commodities are rising.
The two-digit inflation rate has affected
agriculture. Prices of items such as fertilizers and
others used in agriculture have increased 
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Prevalence of Undernourishment (PoU): The Prevalence of Undernourishment (PoU) estimates
they depend on public utilization surveys of the countries showing per-capita supply of food. In
any case, these utilization surveys are not accessible consistently and are updated only once in a
couple of years. Thus, PoU isn't sufficiently delicate to catch constant interruptions like those
brought about by the pandemic.
No Recent Consumption Surveys by India: The general food supply was strong regardless of the
pandemic; subsequently, most nations did not direct consumption survey reviews. Since the
pandemic episode, the Indian government has not attempted any authority appraisal of food
weakness in the country. The expansion in the prevalence of yearning caught by PoU from 14%
in 2019 to 15.3% in 2020 for India will probably be underestimated. In this present
circumstance, the PMFSI gauges are the main public level legitimate and solid appraisals
accessible on the effect of the pandemic on food insecurity in India.
Denial of Situation: The Government of India has avoided its assessment of consumption/food
security surveys and does not approve the publication of results based on the Gallup World Poll.
Socio-Economic Distress: Despite being self-sufficient in producing major food commodities,
hunger and food insecurity problems are severe in India because of extensive economic distress,
high unemployment and high levels of inequality. Many of the poor depend on the economy
where incomes are low and uncertain.
Employment rates have also reduced sharply over the past years. High food prices, shrinking
public investment and the economic slowdown have compounded the distress among the
working classes.

India's Food Security, according to SOFI
SOFI Report 2021: As per the data in the report, the pervasiveness of moderate to severe food
insecurity in India rose by about 6.8 percentage points in 2018-20.
Increase in Food Security: In absolute terms, the number of persons facing moderate to severe food
insecurity has increased by about 9.7 crores since the outbreak of Covid.
Parameters of Estimation: Estimates on food insecurity presented in the SOFI report are based on
two globally-accepted indicators of food insecurity.
Food Insecurity and issues associated with it

Impact of the Pandemic: PMSFI estimates thus derived show that about 43 crores of moderate to
severe food-insecure people in India in 2019 will increase to 52 crores by 2020 due to the pandemic-
related troubles. In terms of prevalence rates, this food uncertainty increased from about 31.6% in
2019 to 38.4% in 2021. The long-standing problems of unemployment, inflation, informal sector
employment and economic slowdown were aggravated in 2020 due to a lack of preparation to deal
with the pandemic. 
Inadequate Distribution of Food through PDS: Deserving subsidy beneficiaries are excluded based
on non-ownership of below poverty line (BPL) status, as the measure for identifying a domestic as
BPL is random and varies from state to state.
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without a doubt, help resolve the hidden hunger issue. Everybody should be permitted to take
subsidized grain from proportion shops whether or not they have an apportion card. With just about
120 million tons of grain right now lying with the public authority, it requires virtually no extra
assets except for the better execution of plans. Bringing Development and Humanitarian Policies
Together: Improvement and peace-building arrangements in regions expected to keep families from
selling meagre resources in return for food. Bringing down the Cost of Nutritious Food: Intervening
along supply chains to decrease the expense of nutritious food sources, for example, by empowering
the creation of biofortified yields or making it more straightforward for products of the soil
cultivators to get to business sectors.

Conclusion
The right to food is not only a constitutional right but also a human right. As a state party to the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, India must safeguard the right to be free from hunger and
the right to suitable food for all of its citizens. Due to the disruption caused by Covid-19, there is an
essential need to incorporate a larger definition of food security. The government already has the
resources to end or at least minimize food insecurity. All that is needed is to utilize them up to their
maximum advantage.

Way Forward
Regular monitoring of Food Security: The sharp
expansion in food insecurity focuses on an urgent
requirement for the public authority to lay out frameworks
for standard checking of the food security circumstance in
the country. We are developing the Scope of Food
Security Schemes: Universalising the admittance to the
Public Distribution System and One Nation One Ration
Card scheme (ONORC) during the pandemic. The PDS
ought to be reinforced, and the food bushel can be
developed to incorporate millets, pulses and oil. This may, Source: FEO
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