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AUGUST 2022 HIGHLIGHTS
ECONOMY
The rupee depreciated 31 paisa to an all time low 80.15
against the US Dollar, after its previous close of
79.8650.
Repo rate hiked by 50 bps under the revised Monetary
Policy of the RBI, highest since Aug’19.
Recent Report informs that the Reserve Bank of India’s
(RBI) digital rupee — the Central Bank Digital Currency
(CBDC) — may be introduced in phases beginning with
wholesale businesses in the current financial year.
The Central Bank of India may soon exit the Prompt
Corrective Action (PCA) framework of the RBI as there
is an improvement in the financial health of the bank.
On the occasion of the 76th year of Independence, SBI’s
Utsav Fixed Deposit Scheme offered an interest rate of
6.10% per annum on fixed deposits with a tenure of 1000
days.

SECURITY AND INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS
DRDO successfully test fires indigenously developed
laser-guided ATGMs.
The Army Design Bureau has signed a MoU with the
Drone Federation of India.
13th Edition of the Indo-US Joint Special Forces
exercise “Ex Vajra Prahar 2022”.
The Indian Air Force participated in a bilateral exercise
named 'Udarashakti’ hosted by Malaysia.
Indo Oman Joint Military Exercise Al Najaf IV
concluded.
India gifts Dornier aircraft to strengthen maritime
security of Sri Lanka.
Indians get nearly twice as many US student visas as
Chinese this year
India and Bangladesh signed an MoU on interim water
sharing of Kushiyara river.
India and Iran signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) for the smooth movement of seafarers between
both countries.
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A delegation from India and other member countries of the UN met in New York to
deliberate on the Ocean Diversity Pact- a one-of-its-kind agreement to conserve marine
biodiversity in the high seas.
Government of India released the draft Indian Ports Bill 2022 to consolidate and amend
the laws relating to ports.
Vietnam-India Bilateral Army Exercise VINBAX 2022 concluded at Chandimandir,
Haryana.

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
GoI to remove toll plazas from all national highways
Assam Land and Revenue Regulation to be amended to
counter unabated encroachment
Tripartite MoU signed between Ministries of Roadways,
Railways and Inland Waterways for swift development of
modern Multi Modal Logistics Park (MMLP) under
Bharatmala Pariyojna
The Ministry of chemicals and fertilizer has issued
directions to all companies to use the new brand name,
‘Bharat’, and logo of the subsidy scheme on the bags
under the One Nation-One Fertiliser Concept of the
Pradhanmantri Bhartiya Janurvarak Pariyojana (PMBJP).
Kerala has launched ‘Kerala Savari’, the country’s first
online taxi service owned by a State government, to
ensure fair and decent service to passengers along with
fair remuneration to auto-taxi workers.

TRAINING & GOVERNANCE
Lok Sabha passed the Central Universities Amendment
Bill to convert National Rail and Transportation
Institute, a to-be deemed university into a central
university- Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya (GSV).
Jagdeep Dhankar elected as the 14th Vice President of
India.
Energy Conservation Bill passed by Lok Sabha which
mandates consumers to consume minimum energy from
non fossil fuel sources.
Government of India has amended service rules and
increased post-retirement allowances to CJI, Supreme
Court (SC) judges.
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Source: The Hindu

EDUCATION
HireMee and Telangana Academy for Skill and
Knowledge recently entered into an arrangement to
provide access to college students from the State to
assess their quantitative and qualitative aptitude using
the
Bengaluru-based
firm’s
AI-based
proctored
assessment.
The University of Queensland (UQ) recently signed an
agreement with the Asha Society India to support the
Asha International Education Programme through India
Equity Scholarships for marginalised students from New
Delhi.
National Skill Development Corporation recently signed
an MoU with Indian Institute of Teacher Education
(IITE) and Children’s University for multiple initiatives
contributing towards making India the Skill Capital of
the World.

SOCIAL
India's active COVID-19 case count drops to 64,667; 45
deaths reported
Union Cabinet approves India's updated Nationally
Determined Contribution (NDC) to be communicated at
United Nations
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment to sign an
MoU with the National Health Authority for the welfare
of transgenders in India
The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment
(MoSJE) launched a joint initiative called ‘NAMASTE’National Action Plan for Mechanized Sanitation
Ecosystem with the Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs (MoHUA) on the occasion of 76th Independence
Day
Government of India notified Battery Waste Management
Rules,
2022
to
ensure
environmentally
sound
management of waste batteries
Goa becomes the first Indian State to be “Har Ghar Jal
certified” (every household in the state has a piped water
connection) under the Jal Jeevan Abhiyan.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
NPCI set to pick up 9-10% stake in government’s ecommerce project ONDC
Accenture invests in Bengaluru-based satellite firm
Pixxel
IREDA signs MoU with MAHAPREIT to provide loans
for Green Energy projects
India’s largest telecom company Reliance Jio announced
the launch of its 5G services in Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata,
and Chennai by Diwali this year, with an aim to expand
and cover the entire country by December 2023.
Scientists at Punjab Agricultural University (PAU)
decoded the mystery disease- Southern Rice BlackStreaked Dwarf Virus (SRBSDV) which hit the paddy
crop causing “dwarfing” of the plants.
India's first portal named NIDAAN' on arrested narco
offenders ' gets operational.
India's first situational awareness observatory to monitor space activity is going to be set
up in Uttarakhand by Digantara.
Recently, India's first indigenously developed Hydrogen Fuel Cell (HFC) Bus was
launched in Pune.
TDB-DST (Technology Development Board – Department of Science and Technology)
entered a new domain by funding its first ever Aquaculture project using state of the art
Israeli technology for production of Tilapia Fish
On the occasion of the 76th Independence Day, Prime Minister Modi announced the
setting up of the National Hydrogen Mission to make India a Global Hub for Green
Hydrogen Production and Export in the 'Amrit Kaal'.
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INDIA’S DATA
JOURNEY SINCE
INDEPENDENCE

DATA

“Data really powers everything we do”
-Jeff Weiner
Data has become a powerful tool in all walks of life.
Almost all major corporations are vying on it as a power
source to fuel their development. Data has been labeled as
the “new oil” with the advantage of no single supplier
dominating its supply and every single consumer
presenting a higher demand. As India walks into its 75th
year of independence, it has achieved multiple milestones
along the line, but the most fundamental development
parameter has been the improvement in the space of data
creation, recording, and analysis. With the onset of the
new world order where data is being generated at every
internode and antinode, it is essential to derive
meaningful insights to improvise every area of
governance from policy-framing to effectiveness analysis.
The data generated in all spheres of life equip the
decision-makers to effectively perform a need analysis,
frame an intervention, and finally cull out the effects of
the intervention and act accordingly.
Development of Data in India
India’s first tryst with data is attributed to PC
Mahalanobis, the founder of the Indian Statistical
Institute (ISI). As a member of the Planning Commission,
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Mahanalobis wanted to leverage the established data to frame policy and non-policy decision-making
in the country. Due to his combined efforts with Pitambar Pant and others, the Central Statistical
Office (CSO) was established in 1949. Another landmark achievement in the data sphere of India lies
in the first population census of 1951 where the religious and linguistic areas were demarcated to help
policymakers design minority-based policies and these statistics also helped facilitate the
reorganization of states on a linguistic basis. While the world has started emphasizing data-driven
decision-making, it has remained crucial for the Indian government ever since independence. The data
has flown from the sophisticated and restricted cabins of the state secretariats and statistical offices
into the hands of the common man by the medium of central data sources like ministry websites and
data.gov.in. This has helped the people in formulating informed opinions, choices, and contributions.
The judicial institutions of India have been instrumental in advocating the flow of data into the hands
of the common man. The judgment of the State of Uttar Pradesh v. Raj Narain, 1975 can be regarded
as the first instance of the Right to Information, where Justice KK Mathew observed that “the people
of this country have the right to know every public act, everything that is done in a public way by
their public functionaries”. It was in the S.P. Gupta v. Union of India of 1982 that the Supreme Court
held that the Right to Information(RTI) is a fundamental right and flows from the Right to Speech and
Expression.
Such a push towards the recognition of people’s right to information paved the way for the demand
for transparency within the masses and a transparent and accountable system of governance via
disclosure of information to the public. The first such movement was started by Mazdoor Kisan Shakti
Sangathan (MKSS) in 1994. The initial draft of the RTI law was formulated by the National
Campaign for People’s Right to Information for the government in 1996. This essentially led to the
passing of the first-ever RTI law by the state of Tamil Nadu in the year of 1997 which aimed to
promote accountability and transparency in governance. The Central Government also followed the
lead taken by the state of Tamil Nadu by passing of the Freedom of Information Bill, 2002 the first
even data legislation of the government. This act served as the precursor of the Right to Information
Act, 2005 which finally transformed the data landscape in India.
With the abundance of incoming data, the tendency and probability of data being exposed to various
agencies increased. The exposed data can be used in voter analysis for elections, invasion of the
privacy of individuals, cyber-bullying, and
harassment. So, as more and more data is being
generated there is a special need of putting security
(legal and technical) around it. This brings us to
the significant question of protection and privacy
of data in the country.
The journey of data privacy in India can be traced
to 2008, when the IT Act, 2000 was amended to
incorporate section 43A which mandated the
protection of personal and sensitive data of all

IT
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clients and employees by the companies and also
implemented a penalty on non-compliance of this
clause. This laid the foundational stone for data
privacy in the Indian context which was
complemented by the introduction of the IT
(Reasonable Security Practices and Procedures and
Sensitive Personal Data or Information) Rules,
2011 which specified the minimum levels of data
protection for sensitive data and called for the
setting up of privacy policies by companies. This
further mandated permission of users for data
collection. These acts therefore set up the primary framework of data protection within the Indian
subcontinent. However, the farthest stretch came in with the delivery of the landmark Puttaswamy
judgment (K.S Puttaswamy vs. Union of India) by the Supreme Court in 2017 which labeled the
“Right to Privacy” as a part of Article 21 of the Indian Constitution thereby making it an inherent
right under the “Right to Life and Liberty”. The judgment set up the momentum for modern data
governance and privacy norms. It was followed by the setting of the BN Shrikrishna committee which
gave form to the norms on a free and fair digital economy and set up the Draft Personal Data
Protection Bill, 2018. The draft bill outlined the rights of the individual, obligations of the data
fiduciary, the establishment of the Data Protection Authority, grounds for processing personal data,
grounds for processing sensitive personal data, transfer of data outside India, and provisions for
offenses and penalties. The draft bill was presented in 2021, which was then referred to the Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC) for Information Technology. After intense scrutiny, the JPC
suggested 81 amendments to the act and 12 recommendations on the legal framework of the digital
ecosystem within the country. The bill was then withdrawn by the Minister of IT Mr. Ashwini
Vaishnaw in the 2022 monsoon session of the parliament to present a fresh draft in the parliament
soon. Such frameworks help in strengthening the legal protection to counter the problems being
generated with the rise in data supply and demand.
According to the International Data Corporation, 175 Zeta bytes of data will be produced by 2025,
and leveraging this data to produce insights could not only help in producing precise and efficient
governance systems but also make data protection a prerequisite to Good Governance. The
governments in India have made an effort to derive data from grassroots at panchayat levels to
sophisticated offices like external affairs and the Prime Minister’s office. Further, the expansion in
digitization across the country through initiatives like Digital India, the opening of bank accounts for
every citizen via Jan Dhan Yojana, etc. has set the path to the generation of new and sophisticated
datasets for the government to work upon. The government has kept pace with this by hiring statistical
consultants in various ministries and setting up data analytics divisions in NITI Aayog and the
Ministry of Statistics and Program Implementation. This data has played a crucial role in the
furtherance of multiple governance initiatives especially during the COVID 19 crisis wherein, a
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complete monitoring unit was set up to monitor the statistical data and take measures, like the setting
up of camp hospitals by BSF in Delhi and Mumbai, where the caseload was very high.
Currently, the government has also taken multiple initiatives to improvise data frameworks in the
country, ranging from the establishment of the Digital India Corporation and the establishment of the
India Data Management Office (IDMO). Both these organizations have been established to provide
consultation to the government and frame rules for data governance in accordance with the National
Data Governance Framework. These will help in providing a central framework for the creation,
protection, and maintenance of data.
India has come a long way along the path of incorporating data into everyday policy decisions, from
establishing ISI in 1931 to providing governmental data within a few clicks. This has further enhanced
the accountability of governmental offices; the once restricted statistics have now come out and are
accessible to the common man giving an information source to evaluate the performance of
governments.
However, the increase in data volumes has also led to an increase in risks like data leakages and
identity thefts. The domains like cybersecurity and data analytics have become prominent in private,
consumer-serving, and governmental organizations alike. The efforts to put up legislation to protect
people’s data have also gained pace. Amongst all these developments, it can be safely said that datawhich has been labeled as the “new oil” is being utilized for fueling the development of the nation’s
governance machinery. However, a lot more remains to be done and the government must not leave
any stones unturned to bring a data-driven mechanism into governance and development works.
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FROM PRIMARY
HEALTH CENTERS TO
ROBOT PROCTORED
HOSPITALS- TRACING
THE
TRANSFORMATION OF
INDIAN HEALTHCARE
SYSTEM SINCE
INDEPENDENCE

Healthcare has a deep-rooted history in India. Its
documentation in ancient scriptures like the Vedas and
the Charak Samita is the testimony of its antiquity. The
focal point of the development of the Indian healthcare
system was the inception of the concept of 'Ayurveda'
whose knowledge was transmitted to our ancestors by the
spiritual deities themselves. Pacing further along the
timeline, there was an influx of 'hakims' or physicians
corresponding to foreign invasions in the 10th century
AD, followed by the foundation of hospitals with
moderate infrastructure and modern medicines by the
British and French.
It is interesting to note that structured health policy
making and health planning in India is not a postindependence phenomenon. The most comprehensive
health policy ever prepared in India was on the eve of
Independence in 1946. This was the `Health Survey and
Development Committee Report' popularly referred to as
the Bhore Committee. This Committee highlighted the
need for structural changes in the Indian healthcare
system to establish a universal health service through a
comprehensive state-run salaried system. However, after
the Independence, health was not an immediate priority
for a country like India, which had just come out of
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nearly 150 years of oppression. As a result, health
was accorded a small separate budget under the state
list, which the States couldn't sustain and justify,
thereby leading to a massive downfall of the entire
system. To regain the lost identity and significance of
the healthcare system, Primary and Secondary Health
Care Centers were established in rural and urban
areas under the first and the second Five-Year Plans
constituted by the Planning Commission. Even
though these centers were successful in establishing a
Source: India.com
basic structural framework of the public health care delivery system, urban areas continued to get a
major chunk (i.e. three-fourth) of the medical care resources while the rural areas received very scant
attention in terms of distribution of resources under the Community Development Program. Therefore,
even though the CDP aimed at the upliftment of rural communities through enhanced medical
facilities, it failed to create the desired impact due to a crunch of adequate resources. This widened the
existing gap between the rural and urban people in terms of access to quality yet affordable healthcare
services. Additionally, as per the observations of the Mudaliar Committee (1959), most of the PHCs
were understaffed, and large numbers of them were being run by ANMs or public health nurses in
charge. This Committee scrutinized the entire decade to crystallize trends and failures in the Indian
healthcare system and recommended the strengthening and proliferation of advanced medical
education and training for the health personnel. Multiple incentives were offered to boost the transfer
of doctors, specialists, surgeons, nurses and auxiliaries in rural areas. As a result, the outturn of
medical staff doubled in just one plan period, thereby ameliorating the woeful healthcare conditions in
rural areas.
A major turning point in the Indian healthcare service delivery came with the enforcement of
neoliberal reforms by the World Bank and other international financing institutions in the 1990s,
which forced the governments of developing nations to reduce public expenditure on social sectors
including healthcare. To comply with these conditionalities, the Indian Government reduced subsidies
on medical care services which resulted in market segmentation, thereby resulting in an increased
demand for quality medical care services by the upper and middle-class segments in India. This factor
made it attractive for private investors to operate profitable healthcare operations, which increased
private investment in healthcare. Multiple policy initiatives like the NHP (2002) propelled this shift of
the hospital industry from 'welfare orientation' to 'business orientation'.
The New Health Policy of India (2017) too envisaged embracing the Public-Private partnership to
achieve universal health coverage via strategic purchasing of healthcare equipment and services from
private companies and clinics. Privatization of healthcare might not have been a welcome step but it
bore fruits during the COVID 19 era. The COVID-19-induced era galvanized some of the most fruitful
partnerships between private firms like Serum Institute of India and the GOI in order to ensure
adequate manufacturing and supply of COVID-19 vaccines. It wouldn't be incorrect to attribute a
significant proportion of the credit of India's success in fighting against the Corona Virus to the wellcoordinated efforts between the Government and the private sector. More so, the ambit of healthcare
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oriented partnerships extended even beyond national boundaries to foster improved international
relations between India and other countries like those of the EU.
This period also witnessed some of the most rampant developments in the use of technology and
Artificial Intelligence in hospitals. The sudden countrywide lockdown was accompanied by stress,
chaos, panic, anxiety and mental illnesses. People in fear of coming in contact with the virus were
unable to reach their health care provider in person. People with pre-existing conditions that needed
regular monitoring, pregnancy related queries, queries on new symptoms, psychological counseling,
and many more could not wait for the COVID-19 to be over before they get any help on these issues.‐
Consequently, telemedicine and tele-counseling took the foreground to help people deal with their
health related issues. Owing to the pandemic, Mental health insurances were also offered to the
outpatients under the Ayushman Bharat scheme of the Government (in 2020) to cut down on the outof-pocket expenditure incurred on screening, medicines and counseling services.
Hospitals in India have also increasingly begun using AI to detect lung damage, especially during the
second wave when the Delta variant of the SARS-CoV-2 virus led to rapid deterioration of pulmonary
health of people across the country. Drawing upon significant lessons learnt from the pandemic, India
is also currently preparing a database of 33 potential epidemics in future using AI.
The future of AI in the Indian healthcare system, in the post-pandemic world, seems conducive due to
its expanding scope in multifarious health related services like radiology, tuberculosis detection,
digital cough sound analysis, etc. In the long run, it holds the potential to become autonomous (like
driverless cars) where the role of human experts would just be limited to external validation. In a
highly populated country like India, where there has always been a dearth of adequate medical
personnel, AI proctored instruments like high-tech robots might serve as plausible alternative future
options. The increased influx of medical tourism in India further paves the way for the integration of
AI and other technological interventions into the Indian healthcare sector.
Looking back at India's progressively transformative journey in terms of healthcare, we observe that it
is rapidly transforming with persistent augmentation of the physical infrastructure and technological
capabilities across the health sector. However, factors like the changing population dynamics and
demographic trends and steadily increasing incidence of non-communicable diseases like
cardiovascular disorders, cancers, diabetes, etc. reiterate the challenges and the subsequent scope of
the Indian system to devise strategic interventions, to arrest the morbidity and mortality, associated
with these conditions but India has already surpassed expectations in dealing with the ever changing
environment and it will continue to lead by example by dealing with contingencies in an efficacious
manner.
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INDIAN ECONOMY IN
THE PAST 75 YEARS

The economy can be regarded as the core of Indian
Democracy. Economic growth serves as a prerequisite for
the growth of the nation.
India is celebrating Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, an
initiative by the Government of India to celebrate and
commemorate 75 years of Indian Independence.India has
grown to become the 6th largest economy in the world in
the year 2021. This is quite significant for a nation that
had 2.7 lakh crore GDP on the eve of independence
which rose to almost 150 lakh crore GDP in 2021. We as
a nation have encountered several economic crises
together and also celebrated our growth together. India’s
diversity isn’t limited to ethnicity or linguistics but also
corresponds to the economic strata of people. The Indian
Economy is a blend of high-class industrialists, the
juggling middle class, and the people who stay below the
poverty line. One can have a perfect view of the Indian
economy by looking at different phases of the Indian
economy. Let us break it into different time frames and
study the cause-effect of Indian economic policies and
planning:
Post-Independence: Budding Years of Indian
Economy
On the eve of Independence, no one could have imagined
India to rise the way it has risen today, a soon-to-be
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superpower, a regional leader, and a part of the list of top ten economies in the world. The Indian
economy has been built on planning from 1947 to 2022. If we look at the three sectors of our economy
on the eve of independence, we can say that India has been an agrarian economy. This is evident from
the fact that the national income of India consists of 70% of the income generated from agriculture.
Before independence, the economy was 95% dependent on agriculture and the revenues earned from
agriculture. The economy in its entirety was stagnant and bleak due to the partition and colonial
trauma. All three sectors required undivided attention.
India gained independence when the entire world was at the beginning of a cold war. At
Independence, India was in a vulnerable state. It was important for India to maintain autonomy and
refrain from joining any of the power blocs in the cold war. In order to protect the national interests
and foster the Indian economy, India decided to keep its economy completely closed. The major
reason to keep the economy closed was the looming threat of recolonization owing to the Cold war.
The Indian economic model had been specially crafted to accommodate the co-existence of public and
private entities. A mixed economy model was adopted to balance the rapid growth of the economy by
the private sector along with government regulations and intervention to ensure equitable growth. This
model has proved to become a boon for our economy. We chose a mixed economy because the
economic planners realized the imminent need for our private sector to grow with the help of rapid
industrialization but also acknowledged that 80 percent of Indians were struck in poverty at
Independence. The growth of the economy was as crucial as eradicating mass poverty.
At the same time, India also adopted the five-year plans and formed a planning commission to look
after the making of five-year plans that focused on the planning of economic growth and the areas to
be focused on. Nehru came up with five-year plans inspired by Joseph Stalin's five-year plans that
started in 1928. The first five-year plan was based on the Harrod-Domar model. It focused on working
toward the primary sector. Effective implementation of the Plan led to India registering 3.6% GDP
growth per year, in the early years of independence, outperforming even the Plan’s target of 2.1% of
GDP growth per year. This was a time of rapid growth and development for India. The foremost
objective of the first five years (1951 – 1956) was to develop and make efforts for the betterment of
the agricultural sector of India. Its primary focus was on the ways to attain agricultural development,
handle the refugees’ situation, and growing

self-sufficiency. The 1st five IITs were set
up during the first five-year plan which still
remain one of the top educational centers in
not just India but the world. These plans
helped alleviate poverty in a nation that
was sunken deep in poverty.
The Second Five-Year Plan covers the
period from April 1956 through March
1961. The second plan was to put India on
a path toward industrialization. The second
five-year plan's driving force was P.C.
Mahalanobis who placed the greatest
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emphasis on strengthening the economy's
industrial basis. The 1948 Industrial Policy
Resolution was updated in this light, and a new
resolution was enacted in 1956.
The success of the five-year plans has always
depended on stable foreign relations with the
neighboring countries. Every time India went to
war with either Pakistan in 1965 or the IndoSino war in 1962, the efficiency and the working
of the five-year plans failed miserably. The
Source: Financial Express
entire expenditure that was to be made to
increase growth and development was replaced by the military expenses by war. The 5th five-year
plan was based on ‘Garibi Hatao’. India managed to grow its economy with a couple of slags due to
wars or political disabilities. In 1991, India ran into a major economic crisis where we did not have
enough gold reserves to import food for more than one week. This is when our government was forced
to open up the Indian markets by adopting the New Economic Policy of 1991. LPG (Liberalisation,
Privatisation, and Globalisation) policies were adopted on the recommendation of the world bank in
exchange for taking a loan from the world bank to fight the ongoing economic crisis. A whole new
economic era had started with the opening up of our economy.
LPG Policies: A Whole New Economic Era
The LPG reforms brought restlessness to the entire nation when the policies were introduced. Our
economy felt vulnerable to the international market. Initially, there was a backlash from political
parties against the LPG policies due to the fear of recolonization. These doubts were later turned
down when our GDP started growing. India’s GDP was 1.1 percent in 1991 and it has seen consistent
growth until 2020 when the entire world was caught in the web of a global pandemic and all
economies were crashing.
The LPG policies led to a reduction in taxes, abolition of Industrial licensing, free entry of foreign
investment and technology, beginning of privatization, and deregulation of markets. Indian markets
were open to the world and the results were overwhelming. Privatization and opening of markets to
the rest of the world had helped address the problem of lack of employment opportunities. The per
capita income also increased. Along with all this, the exports have also increased and stood at USD
26.38 billion as of October 2019. India has also established itself as a lucrative foreign investment
destination and FDI equity inflows in India in 2020-21 stood at USD 83.57 billion.
The LPG policies led to a contraction of agriculture because the subsidies provided to the farmers
were taken back. Apart from this, the secondary and tertiary sectors grew the most. A significant rise
was seen in the service sector after the MNCs came to the Indian markets.
LPG created pressure on our local businesses to compete with the multinational brands which is a
highly unequal business competition. The government needs to put certain regulations and give
incentives to local businesses to sustain themselves in the market.
We can come up with price caps on selling for MNCs and regulate certain areas just for the local
businesses in order to protect their interests. Our government must also foster and aid in the
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advertisement of local businesses because they cannot afford to pay hefty prices for advertisements.
Post the LPG policies, the first biggest economic shock to the economy was the 2008 recession when
the economy came crashing down. The GDP of India contracted from 9% in 2007-08 to 7.8% in AprilSeptember 2008. This recession left more than 5 lakh people without jobs and caused a significant
strain on the economy. The economy was able to bounce back fast, but the recession's trauma will
loom over people in the long run. Things ran smoothly with a little hit of inflation for the next 11
years but in March 2020, the world was hit by a global pandemic that crashed economies all over the
world.
COVID Economy: Can We expect recovery soon?
The entire world came crashing down with Coronavirus by the end of March 2020. Nationwide
lockdowns were imposed all over the world to curb the virus from spreading. The frontline services
were being tested. There was a major strain on the hospitals and the health sectors all over the world.
With everything closed, the world economy had come to a halt.
Coming to India, a nationwide lockdown was imposed on March 21, 2020. The lockdown lasted for
two months and the curbs were lifted very gradually. All sectors of the economy were hit disruptively.
From April to June 2020, India’s GDP dropped by a massive 24.4%. In the post-independence period,
India's national income declined only four times before 2020 – in 1958, 1966, 1973, and 1980 – with
the largest drop being in 1980 (5.2%). This means that 2020/21 is the worst year in terms of economic
contraction in the country’s history, and much worse than the overall contraction in the world.
There was a decline in the income of more than 97% percent households. The rate of suicides had also
increased. Over 10 billion people lost their jobs in the second wave of Covid that hit in May 2021.
The economy might recover from the losses someday but the social and psychological impact of the
lockdowns and job losses will last for decades. This will indirectly impact the economy. Even today,
economies all over the world are still struggling to keep up. The Indian rupee keeps hitting a new low
against the US dollar. Measures taken to curb inflation would not do not work if the entire world
keeps sliding into a slow recession.
Here we come to an end of our assessment of different time phases of the Indian economy, be it the
pre-LPG, closed economies where the government guarded the markets against the competition or the
post-LPG where employment boomed. As far as the impact of covid is concerned, the virus has still
not been eradicated and we might face future challenges due to covid. We as an economy must
prepare ourselves to deal with future adversities. India Economy has faced many challenges in the
past 75 years and it has dealt with all the challenges with appropriate approaches. The Planning
commission that formulated the five-year plans, was scrapped in 2014.
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INDIA AFTER
COMPLETING 75
YEARS OF
INDEPENDENCEINDUSTRIAL
REVOLUTION FROM
1.0 TO 4.0

In the last 75 years, Indian industries have advanced both
structurally and technologically. Each industry has
ventured its own journey of growth and many have
progressed differently since 2015 in the aftermath of the
Digital India Initiative of the government of India. With
the expansion of mobile services to over 750 million
internet users, we have moved towards an inclusive
digital change. Indian Industries have grown from being a
business process outsourcer to a software builder in the
wake of the new 5G technology. India is currently
expanding into financial and IT enabled services, by
adding UPI in mobile payments system especially with
the newly introduced JAM trinity which collaborates Jan
dhan, Aadhar and mobile enabled services for smooth
functioning of DBT (Direct Benefit Transfer).
In the recent Make In India Mission, PLI scheme was
introduced to attract FDI and to create an alternative
value chain. It replaced the Merchandise Export India
Scheme(MEIS). Through this umbrella scheme, our
manufacturing sector has expanded at regional level and
has welcomed the fast growth of Unicorn. India’s rank
has moved from 143rd position to 63rd position in EoDB
among 190 countries from 2014-19. History traces
Industrial Revolution in India and identifies milestones
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that we have achieved since the inception of the
colonial period up till the present. In the last 75
years post independence, we shifted from
purely agriculture to manufacturing, from laborintensive to machine-intensive industry in India.
In computer technology, hardware, software
technology has especially made a mark by
increasing its overall FDI flow and improving
the number of Unicorn in India. Recently, the
manufacturing sector improved by up to 76
percent in FY 21-22. To give further impetus to
Source: Alamy
industries, various initiatives were introduced to attract investment, under the motto for an Atmiya
Nirbhar Bharat, and Make In India Initiative. For example, the GIS-enabled land bank portal was
launched in 2021 to use land banks as a single clearing mechanism, which would help to identify
areas for investment.
In India's history ,the first and second Industrial Revolution (“IR1.0 & 2.0”) saw the introduction of
automation with steam engines. In the 18th and the 19th century pre-independence period, India’s
political and economic history was overshadowed by colonialist and imperialist policies. During the
first Industrial Revolution of 1850’s, India setup cotton and jute mills production, and built railway
networks. The first jute mill was set up in West Bengal in 1854 and the first railways from Bombay to
Thane were a result of colonialism. Thereafter, private industry for jute, cotton, and silk eventually
led to the introduction of the railway, and the iron and steel industry under Jamshedji Tata.
The Swadeshi movement led to the growth of the cotton mill industries in India, thereby gathering
support for the Indian handloom industries. Therefore, private participation in the post-independence
period created a short supply of goods. But India soon faced a great deficit in the capital, because of
which the state took control of the coal, petroleum, and steel industry. Moreover, the first phase of the
industrial revolution, especially the manufacturing sector and mining industry, was linked to
colonialism.
The 1956 Industrial policy, the “Karve Committee Report'' on the promotion of small-scale industries,
the Mahalanobis Model, etc., are some of the major contributions to the post-independence industrial
policy. During the First and the Second Industrial Revolution in India, the new industrial policy of
1991 was launched. Its objective was to match the international competition and regulate the
international flow of goods and services. During this time, “License Raj” placed 6 strategic sectors
under the state control, to ensure an increase in production and an equitable development. This system
was removed with the 1990 reform and the state moved its policy of economic liberalization. Before
that, 1970 industries were run on low level automation until New Industrial Policy was introduced, to
engage in targeted growth of small-scale sectors and rural development. In the 1980's; power, coal and
rail industries were set up thereby laying the foundation to bring further automation to information
and technology, manufacturing sector, computers, etc. In 1990, India changed its industrial policy and
some structural reforms were introduced along with the coming up of FDI.The FDI was introduced to
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support domestic investment and provide
technological upgradation, to support heavy
electronic industry, automobiles, engineering
industries etc. The provision of Deregulation
further removed the requirement of government
approval for expansion to the present industrial
unit.
The third industrial revolution also called the
“Digital
Revolution”
began
with
the
introduction of computers and information
technology. India’s transition to electronic
technology through machines, use of information and digital technology, altered the physical, digital
spheres with IT enabled digital connectivity across devices. In the third phase, electricity, internet,
ICT, were brought together through the help of personal computers, smart grids as a medium for
sharing information and to make the system interoperable.
India's per capita income growth saw an increase as a result of increase in production, which further
led to an increase in investment, generated more employment, resolved our BOP deficit, helped in
growth of agrarian economy, etc. which overall brought advancement to our industries. This cyclical
relationship between the industrial growth and economic growth has ensured the growth of the Indian
economy with the changing nature of the Industry in the country. For example, India has recently
moved towards 4th IR through the introduction of renewable energy such as solar energy, hydrogen
storage technology to store, and electric grid system, power grid system etc.
In 2018, India announced the commencement of the fourth industrial revolution at the World
Economic Forum. India’s focus was to bring a sea change in industries through the introduction of
digital technology as a foundational industry, and ensure its spread through pharma, electronics,
MSME, SaaS-based solution etc. The Industrial revolution 4.0 (“4IR”) was built at the helm of the
previous revolution. On the occasion of the 75th year of Independence, India embarked on achieving
goals for Industrial revolution 4.0, which was introduced in the National Manufacturing Policy. It
aims to improve the services sector and create a conducive environment for start-ups. Moreover, the
current industrial revolution brings automation and data exchange within the manufacturing processes
and industries by integrating the digital ecosystem across factories and production lines. Robot cobot
is an example of safe human and industry interaction that brought a data-driven decision-making
process to the consumer good industry. However, India has a long way ahead in adapting to the
electronic revolution by infusing Man, Machine, and Intelligence into the next industrial revolution.
Currently, India plans to expand into the field of pharma, IoT, AI, Quantum Computing, biopharma,
5G, robotics, etc. to become future-ready for the next generation of industrial advancement. With
global development in the field of green energy, green hydrogen, storage through batteries, India
wants to reduce its dependence on other countries for resources such as green storage tanks and green
energy and expand in R&D.
India has started its initial investment in low-level automation with a renewed focus on initial capital
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formation in AI, Blockchain, and Drone. With the completion of 75 years, India's engagement through
the Public-Private Model will allow government, business, start-up civil society, and international
organizations to collectively create a network to connect all production systems through the ICT and
cyber security systems. It would create an autonomous network of communication, using smart
technology and help to anticipate and predict failures using logistics. Thus, the industrial revolution
would change the way goods are produced and distributed. This takes us back to the 2018 WEF,
where our Prime Minister remarked “India wants to become a chipmaker from a chip taker. Beginning
with increased investment in the semiconductor industry.”
India’s contribution in 4th IR brought a change in the business, service sector, and cyberspace,
through the introduction of Artificial Intelligence, ML, Blockchain, and Drone. Airspace, IoT,
Robotics. For example, India used the information technology revolution in upgrading land records
creating digital repositories, using blockchain. The blockchain service is useful to help government
departments modernize, and create citizen centric services, through E-Governance platform, like for
certificate verification, digitizing land records, etc. Through policies such as the National Blockchain
Framework, Meity would provide infrastructure to state and central governments.
In the 75 years of independence, India has shown potential to use 4.0 to eliminate problems in the
manufacturing process, promote digital inclusion, use statistical tools to solve problems, etc. India
hopes to achieve digital inclusion, along with digital advancement by creating connectedness across
technology and the production process. India wants to make itself a global hub for R & D, and reap
the benefit of our demographic dividend. It hopes to create accessible health for all, and become a
startup super breeder, and create a clean sustainable world and the history of its Industrial Revolution
has set the right pace for its future trajectory.
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INDIA ON THE ROAD
TO GOOD
GOVERNANCE

The Indian subcontinent, since its inception, has been a
centre for culture, arts, education and governance.
Empires were built on the pillars of courage and
righteousness, and gave primacy to moral values and
welfare of its subjects. The concept of Governance was
inherent in the values adopted by the rulers in the
governance of nation states. Further, ancient scriptures
including the Bhagwad Gita, Mahabharata and Kautilya’s
Arthashastra also contain cues for good governance,
dutifulness and leadership.
The end of the Second World War led to the birth of
many independent, developing and under-developed
countries and the concept of welfare states gained
prominence in this period along with a paradigm shift in
the meaning of the term Governance. More and more
states adopted the welfare approach to governance,
thereby prioritising the concept of equity, sustainable
development and citizen-centric policies.
With the attainment of independence in 1947, India set
out to carve its own future.While fighting with
colonialism for two centuries, India ensured proper
representation of people from all walks of the society and
crafted the lengthiest Constitution of the world making
room for providing solutions to all the problems that the
people of India might face in due course of time. This
was the manifestation of participative democracy which
is an integral part of Good Governance.
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On 15th August, 2022, India completed 75 years
of independence from the shackles of its British
colonizers and stepped into its 76th year of
charting its own course as an independent nationstate. Needless to say, India has witnessed radical
transformations in every part of its being. It has
seen a paradigm shift in its governance
procedures and has seen a shift from Governance
to Good Governance in due course of time.
Good Governance was first defined in 1992 in a

Source: Drishti IAS

World Bank report titled “Governance and Development” for Sub-Saharan Africa. It formally
established the concept of Good Governance and defined it as the “manner in which power is
exercised in the management of a country’s economic and social resources for development.” The
concept encompasses 8 major characteristics of Participatory Government, Consensus orientation,
Accountability, Transparency, Responsiveness, Effectiveness and efficiency, Equity and inclusivity
and adherence to the rule of law.
Although an ongoing process, Good Governance requires persistent efforts to become reality and
some of the major transformations that paved the way for Good Governance in India can be described
as follows.
ACCOUNTABILITY, TRANSPARENCY AND RESPONSIVENESS
Independent India was caught up under the burden of multifarious issues and the citizens were finding
their way in a newly formed democracy. The 1975 Emergency proclamation gave a huge blow to the
ideals of accountability and responsiveness of a parliamentary system of India, violating civil and
fundamental rights of its own citizens. To make things worse, arbitrary laws and decisions snatched
the transparency of the system as well. With a change in government, the 1977 Morarji Desai
government constituted a working group to look at the prospect of modifying the Official Secrets Act,
1923, to facilitate greater flow of information to the public. Despite being on agenda, the successive
governments could not address the issue due to political instabilities unless an NGO - Mazdoor Kisan
Shakti Sangathan (MKKS) started a grassroot campaign to introduce RTI in Rajasthan which further
led to the introduction of the Freedom of Information Act, 2003. Since it was a watered down portion
of the demands, Right to Information Act, 2005 saw the light of the day on 12th October, 2005. As a
party to the United Nations International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), India was
also under international obligation to provide Right to Information (RTI) to its citizens. Under this
Act any citizen can request information from any ‘public authority’ which is required to be answered
within 30 days. Such provisions of the act gave way to both accountability and responsiveness. In a
historic move, this Act not only gave enough space for government-citizen interaction but also
ensured transparency and accountability by the chosen representatives of the people.

21

EFFECTIVENESS, EFFICIENCY AND PARTICIPATION: A STEP FORWARD
After successfully creating a benchmark for addressing the basic governance issues at hand, the nation
went on to improve the more subtle but equally important aspects of governance. The world was
growing technologically, and people started having wider access to the internet everywhere in the
world. The government, in 2014, realised that they can reach out to a wider array of people was a
prerequisite to efficiency, effectiveness and participation of people in the process of governance. In
2014, the government launched a citizen engagement platform named “MyGov” to “crowdsource
governance ideas from citizens”. What can be called a ‘first’ in India, this platform not only enables egovernance but also sets a benchmark for participatory governance in India.
The four types of E-governance encompassing G2C (Government to Citizen), G2G (Government to
Government), G2B (Government to Business), G2E (Government to Employment) has enabled all
sections of the society to interact with the government, addressing the challenge of ‘equity’ in the
working of the government. The direct engagement of the citizens, intra-government agencies,
organisations with the various Ministries and working of the government is leading to better
awareness about the policies of the government, educated citizens, Transparency in the working of the
government, trust between the representatives and the citizens and policies catering to the finest needs
of the nation
The 11th Report of the Second Administrative Reforms Commission (ARC) titled “Promoting egovernance – The Smart Way Forward” talked about the necessary expansion of e-governance in
India. The aim behind it is to make the services of the government digitally available to all its citizens
thereby cutting across time and space boundaries and promoting technology for all. The National eGovernance Plan, which included components like health and education, was launched in 2006, to
make all government services available to the citizens. India has come a long way in launching Digital
India scheme, e-pragati, e-panta, UMANG (Unified Mobile Application for New-age Governance) and
the like since then. E-governance intensifies transparency in governance and increases citizen
engagement at the same time. It fulfills its goal of making India technologically sound and responsive
with highest regard for inclusivity and equity. In a first, the Andhra Pradesh government held a
paperless, e-cabinet meeting in 2014, and accessed the entire agenda by logging in to the application
through their devices. The journey from a handwritten constitution to a paperless cabinet meeting is
reflective of India’s commitment to the fulfilment of the goals and challenges of the country, keeping
a flexible approach that best works for development and
national advancement.
CONSENSUS- ORIENTED, INCLUSIVE AND
UPHOLDING THE RULE OF LAW
India started with a ‘top-down’ approach catering to the idea of
“one size fits all”. With a change of government in 2014, the
Planning Commission was replaced by the NITI Aayog which
now works as an advisory body to the Government of India.
The apex public policy think tank became a pioneer of good
governance by follwoing the ‘bottoms-up’ approach besides
Source: Media Swaraj
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doing away with procedures that were in consonance with the top down approach. NITI Aayog fosters
the spirit of “cooperative federalism” by enhancing the involvement of State Governments of India in
the process of policy making and implementation along with the appointment of temporary experts
from all walks of life to cater to the subtle needs of the various agendas of the government thereby
making governance participatory. Its work in the development of blockchain network with the use of
Artificial Intelligence (AI) has the potential to take India to new heights. Having advisors from
different sectors of the society, it looks into the broader goal of welfare and equity in the society,
making it consensus-oriented, inclusive and upholding the rule of law.
India has been striving to ensure good governance in the country since the time of Independence and
the coming up of the RTI Act, E governance procedures as well as the myriad efforts made by the
government stand as a testimony to its seriousness in the adoption of the good governance procedures.
India has tackled many of its fundamental problems, keeping in mind the needs of the voters, through
its policies of good governance. We can therefore say that India is on the road to Good Governance its
persistent efforts has made governance procedures more democratic, participatory, consensus oriented
thereby fulfilling the goals of the welfare approach followed by it.
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